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Funding
Facility Planning Grants: A limited and competitive pool of funds exists to make 
grants to qualified organizations so that they can secure professional services 
to plan for and assess the feasibility of both indoor and outdoor facility projects. 
Qualified uses might include architectural services, engineering studies, playground 
audit and design services and environmental surveys.

Recoverable Grants: To cover pre-development costs, such as; an option on a site, 
architectural drawings, environmental and engineering review, and legal and project 
management fees, the RICCELFF makes “recoverable grants” that function like zero 
interest loans to qualified organizations for high priority projects. The amount of 
recoverable grant funds provided will vary based on the size and needs of the project 
and may range from $10,000 - $100,000.

Loans: Loans ranging from $50,000 - $5 million are made to eligible organizations 
for the construction and renovation of child care facilities.

Special Purpose Grants: From time to time, based on availability of funding, the 
RICCELFF offers  special purpose grants through a competitive RFP process. 
Prior grant programs have included; playground grants, grants for “greening” early 
learning facilities, grants to improve school aged spaces, health and safety grants and 
Race to the Top funded Early Learning Facility Grants. Special purpose grants are 
announced at www.riccelff.org and through the RICCELFF eNews.

Services
Technical Assistance: RICCELFF staff and consultants are available to provide 
technical assistance to qualified organizations that are undertaking facility 
renovation and construction projects. Our staff and consultants cannot take the 
place of your architect and real estate development team, but can offer assistance 
in helping you navigate the steps in a real estate development process and can help 
connect you to resources that will support you and your real estate team through 
the often complicated process of designing and constructing a child care or early 
learning facility. In addition, our team is available to help guide architects and other 
building professionals working on child care and early learning projects in Rhode 
Island. Staff and consultants are also available to assist with creating financing 
and fundraising plans and in helping you to assess your organization’s capacity to 
undertake a successful project.

Training, Forums and Group Technical Assistance:  
Visit our website www.riccelff.org for information on upcoming events.

How to Proceed: 
Contact us by phone or e-mail 
to discuss the next steps in 
applying for technical assis-
tance services or funding of 
any kind. After learning more 
about your facility priorities 
and needs, our staff will guide 
you in the next steps of the 
application process. Priority 
for all services and funding is 
given to centers that enroll a 
high percentage of children 
receiving DHS child care sub-
sidy and that have a demon-
strated commitment to high 
quality, including active par-
ticipation in the BrightStars 
system.

Visit www.riccelff.org for resources and funding information

RICCELFF
146 Clifford Street
Providence, RI 02903
Telephone: 401-331-0131
Fax: 401-861-8866
E-mail: riccelff@lisc.org
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Resources

Written Resource Materials:  
LISC has developed a series of “how-to” guides to assist organizations that are 
planning to renovate, construct or improve their facilities. Download your copies 
today at www.riccelff.org. 
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Volume 1 on Child Care Center Facilities Development & Financing 
identifies all of the steps in the real estate development and financing 
process, and helps child care providers and their development partners 
overcome the hurdles that every project faces.

2Guide
Resource 
Rhode Island  
      Child Care Facilities Fund

Child Care Center
Design

Child Care Center Facilities  
Development & Financing

Child Care Center  
Equipment & Furnishings

Child Care Center  
Playgrounds

Volume 2 on Child Care Center Design highlights the important 
connection between well-designed space and high quality programming, 
and helps child care providers and their architects plan an effective 
space for young children.
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Volume 3 on Child Care Center Equipment & Furnishings will help 
child care providers and others select and arrange classroom furniture 
and equipment to create a child-safe and child-friendly, functional and 
attractive learning environment. 
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Volume 4 on Child Care Center Playgrounds will help with the 
planning of a child care center’s outdoor space to achieve a successful 
environment for young children.  It suggests equipment and materials 
that support a range of activities that children can enjoy outdoors. 

Greening Early 
Childhood Centers

Rhode Island Child Care 
Facilities Fund Greening Early Childhood Centers helps organizations understand 

best practices in green design, specifically for children’s environments. It 
includes information on simple changes that centers can make today.
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Creating Quality  
School-Age  
Child Care Space

Creating Quality School-Age Child Care Space reflects best practices 
in the design and improvement of after-school environments for 
children from kindergarten through eighth grade.

Visit www.riccelff.org for resources and funding information

Tools for your Use: 
As a compliment  to the re-
source guides, tools are avail-
able to help centers & family 
childcare homes assess the 
quality of their indoor and 
outdoor environments. These 
comprehensive tools allow 
directors, owners, staff, board 
members, parents and others 
to review all of the different 
functional areas in the space, 
rate the quality and take next 
steps to address space-related 
issues. Download these tools 
at www.riccelff.org.

Fast Facts: 
Visit our resource library at 
www.riccelff.org to search 
and download copies of our 
Fast Facts. Fast Facts offer 
basic overviews on timely 
topics such as How to Select a 
Contractor, Playground Fencing, 
Playground Surfacing, Securing 
an Architect for Your Project, 
Playground Inspections and 
more. 

Checklist 
Child Care Physical Environment
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Family Child Care Space
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Securing an Architect for your Project 

You can access a list of licensed architects in the State of Rhode Island at 
www.riccelff.org/resources/selecting-professionals/ - if they are not licensed in the State of Rhode Island you 
should generally not use them for your project! (Note that there may be some exceptions to this – in some 
cases out of state architects with specialized expertise, such as those who specialize in child care / educational 
design may partner with local architects with in-­­state licensing/local expertise.) 

Here are some additional steps to take to find the right architect for your project: 

 Ask other child care / early education programs who have undertaken construction/renovation project 
for their recommendations 

 Check with other similar businesses (adult care facilities, health facilities, schools, etc.) for recommen-
dations on talented architects they have used 

 Talk to board members, parents and others who may have community connections and may be able to 
help steer you to an architect who will be a good fit for your project 

 Contact the RICCELFF for a list of architects who have submitted their qualifications and demonstrated 
knowledge and expertise in child care / early learning facility design, we also maintain a list of architec-
ture firms whose staff have attended RICCELFF sponsored training events

When selecting an architect here are some important considerations:

 Be sure they carry appropriate licensure and insurance

 Ask about projects they have done that are similar in size and scope to your project -­­ Check  
references! 

 Ask to see photos of spaces they have designed to ensure that their vision for space matches your 
vision 

 Be sure that they understand the budget that you have for the project and that they are comfortable 
designing within any budgetary limitations 

Child care design is a very specific art. Ideally you want an architect who has successfully designed high quality child care and early 
learning environments as part of their portfolio. If the architect you select has limited or no experience in this specific industry, the 
RICCELFF may be able to offer the services of a consulting architect to assist you and your architect with the project. Contact us 
riccelff@lisc.org for additional information. 
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What is a Cost Estimate?  
 

What is a Cost Estimate?  

A  cost  estimate  is  a  rough  calculation of  the  total  cost  for  a design or  construction project  that  is  typically 
prepared by either an architect or contractor. Cost estimates are helpful to aid in determining the feasibility of 
a  scope  of  work,  or  to  identify  and  itemize  the  key  costs  for  a  project;  including  overhead,  profits,  and 
contingencies.     
 
Example 
 

SITE VISIT TOOL

RHODE ISLAND 
EARLY LEARNING FACILITY 
NEEDS ASSESSMENT

FACILITY NAME:  _________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

REVIEWER NAME:  _______________________________________________________________________
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What is a Plan?  

What Does it Mean to Have a Plan?  

A plan is a two‐dimensional drawing used to describe a place or building. A plan view looks down on a site and 
is scaled at a specific ratio to indicate a real size. Plans are meant to capture all of the existing and proposed 
features of a  site or building, and  the purpose of a plan drawing  is  to detail design  intent and help provide 
instruction to a contractor for fabrication. A drawing of this nature is typically provided by a licensed design 
professional.   
 
Building Plan Example 
 

 
Site/Landscape Plan Example 

Landscape Plan courtesy of Tupelo Gardenworks 
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