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Edward R. Martin Middle School 
East Providence, Rhode Island 

As part of the mission to build early childhood education access for all four year olds in East Providence, the East Providence 
School District enthusiastically pursued funding to operate Rhode Island Department of Education’s state pre-kindergarten 
classrooms. In 2016, they were awarded seven new classrooms. Five of these new classrooms were to be housed in a then vacant 
portion of the Edward R. Martin Middle School. 

While the space was open and available, it was not appropriate for pre-kindergarten programming in its current state. In order to 
get the classrooms up and running and appropriate for early learning, interior modifications were necessary including: replacement 
of all ceiling tiles in all of the classrooms, installation of new windows for access to natural light, new restroom facilities separate 
from use by any other portion of the building (which required major concrete trenching) and installation of fencing and gates to 
create a safe and secure outdoor environment.

  

Building Exterior 
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Year Completed 2016

Construction Type Interior renovation of masonry 
building

Total Development Cost $278,394

Sources of 
Funds/Capital Stack 

School District Facility Building 
Reserves 

Square Footage 3,780 SF

# of Children 90

# of Classrooms 5 state pre-k classrooms

Construction Cost/Child $3,093/child

Construction Cost/SF $73/SF

East Providence identified as a target 
community for state pre-k 

Application for state pre-k submitted
State pre-k award notification

Continued investment into outdoor 
play space 

2015

2016

2017

2018

Design/construction begins

Construction completion

Building occupied and in use by 
children

TIME FRAME

PROJECT DETAILS

Plumbing Trench in Corridor - During Construction

Classroom Interior - After 




